Harold Welsborg 
7627 Old Receiver Rd. 

J onatlian Yardley_ 1702 

The Washington Poot 
1150 15 St., NVJ ° 

Washington, DC 20071 

Dear Mr. Yardley, 

Y f t 

our today’s review of the u ope Davis book tells me that you are considerably 
younger than I and did not live through or ever get an impartial understanding of 
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the left of the 1950s and its importance to the nation. Your opening paragraph is ufair 
to those you discount as dupes. Almost all those I knew were in fact Utopians. And from 

iriy knowledge of Gardner Jackson, better known as Pat, you ara quite wrong in saying of 
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him, which means also^what he did, tliat he is "desdsr deservedly forgottnn. 

Next to Eleanor Roosevelt Pat did more to try and help migrant farmers and farm 
workers than anyone of that era. He was also an effective lobbyist for ^olin Lewis 1 
Labor's Non-Partisan ^eague. His role there wa3 to serve the interests of all working 
people. I doubt you have or can have any real understanding of the conditions of most 
of the country's working people of those day The needed help and the help they got 
was a boon to the nation and to its business and industry. 

Pat was one of two fine men of that era who were responsible for the creation of 

the Senate Civil liberties Committee. It was created to investigate and report on, and 

tliis is the title that as its editor I parried on all we published, "Violations of Free 
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Speech and Rights of Labor* In a truly capitalist rather than any kind of communist 
scnj&e, what it did was revolutionary and it led to revolutionary changes by industry, 
which it educated. (l have all I edited and published and if you know any young people 
looking for thesis inaterial, it is loaded. After ray death they and all my work will be 
at local Hood College.) 

When the comirdttee cliairman and FDR wanted to end that committee and when we had 
planned an investigation of the conditions of migratory labor in California, Okies 
and Arld.es, not Chicano3 or ^exicanos, Pat and I lobbied through the committee's 
continuance. Do ftot misunderstand me on this. It was mostly Pat. I got a liPew of the 
more daring ideas and because he was an alcoholiq I.-rescuec^ him so he could continue 
and from time to time had to point him and do his thinking for him, but reall# he 
did id. I could not lf N ave dreamed of trying it alone and I could not have made any 
difference at all if I had tried.lt you think he is "deservedly forgotten" you have not 
read The 0 ra pes of Wrath, (i once mentioned "Bloody h arlan to you.'Jou should also see our 
work on such tilings as the steel strikes of the 50s, what it was like and the killings 
in auto manufacturing, etc.) 

I was never a Communist. belonged only to the guild and govertoent-employees 
unions, do I never knew any of their inner workings. That they were Moscow -bound was 


2 


more than apparent. But tliat is quit') separate from the valuable contributions they 
and more than they, the others of the left, made to the nation* s needs and understand- 
ings. This is somethin:-' separate from the personal lives od the Davises, 
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know in those '^Lys were really preachers of the most basic of 
American concepts. Llost of what they wanted has corne to pass and became national pol- 


icy. 


If you were not aware of it, Pat was the information officer of the Sacco-Vanzetti 
committee headed by then college professor A elix frankfurter, 

Aid he was very, very anti- Communist , whatever Davis may sa$ about him. 

Sincerely, 



farold Weisberg 


r 


